Purulent ophthalmia was the most common complication, four cases in all, and peritonitis comes next in order of frequency. The prognosis is good, in the absence of complications, but the course of the disease is often prolonged, from four weeks to four months, owing partly, the writer thinks, to the hymen interfering with thorough vaginal irrigation. As regards treatment, isolation is essential for the protection of other children. Great care must be taken to prevent the occurrence of purulent ophthalmia, and this is secured by keeping the child's hands from touching the affected parts, and by bandaging the eyes at night so as to keep out any of the pus particles in the bedclothes. Peritonitis and metritis are the results of faulty douching, the vaginal secretion being carried inwards by too violent irrigation. The writer recommends that douching be carried out with the child in the Sims' position, when the parts can be more thoroughly cleansed, and that the lotion should pass from a can not more than two feet above the level of the child's body through a soft rubber catheter extending not more than one inch beyond the vaginal orifice.
